
Senior Thesis

Literature Reviews



Literature Overview

 Detailed description of at least 6 empirical studies including 

the purpose, hypothesis, methods, results, and conclusions.

 Discussion of results from 8-10 other empirical studies

 Adequate transition between discussion of various studies; 

transitions that connect the commonalities of the studies 

together 



How do I start?

 Scan all of your articles to get a general overview

 Based on your overview, group articles by category

 Use the format that I have provided to review each article

 Draw definitions from articles (operational definitions)

 Look for key statistics to use in your intro

 Look for methodological strengths and weaknesses

 Identify the major trends in the results of previous studies

 Identify gaps in the literature

 Note how closely articles are related.



Analyzing Quantitative Research 

Literature

 What is the design (i.e., descriptive, correlation, 
experiment)

 Random assignment, groups?

 Sampling?

 Cause-and-effect?

 Reliability & Validity of Instruments

 How is the variable measured across studies

 Demographics (i.e., representative samples)

 How large a difference (not just statistically significant)

 Flaws within studies



Tables in Lit Reviews?

 You may want to consider using tables to summarize 

literature

 Table of definitions

 Table of research methods

 Summary of research results

 Always interpret and discuss the table for the reader

 See examples



Example 1



Example 2



Example 3



Synthesizing Literature

 What is the purpose of your review?

 Reorganize notes on thematic lines

 Create an outline that achieves your argument

 What are gaps in research (will help you write future 

research section)

 Explain how individual studies relate to the overall 

advancement of your thesis

 Summarize periodically

 At the end of each study, tell the reader how that study 

supports or refutes your thesis


